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DELAY IN AUSTRIAN TREATY TALKS. On July 10, the Deputies of the 
Foreign liinisters of the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain 
and France met in London for the 256th time to discuss completion of 
the Austrian State Treaty. The Soviet representative, Ambassador G. Nl. 
garubin, again demanced that Trieste's future be settled as a prelude 
to the Austrian Treaty, and the three “Jestern powers again rejected the 
Russian cffort to link these two issues. 

The Vestern Deputies agreed to meet in London again on September 7 
or sooner if necessarye iire Zarubin declared that he would ask his 
Government for instructions. 





DRe GRUBER OM! TOREA. In a speech which he delivered on June 26 in the 
Grand Auditorium of the University of Vierma on tne occasion of the 5th 
Anniversary of the League of the United Nations, Austrian Foreign Min- 
ister Karl Gruber made the foliowing statenient in connection with the 
Korean situation: "According to the latest information, we are cele- 
prating the Anniversary of tne United Nations uncer the sign of another 
serious threat to the international situation. Our heartfelt sympathy 
goes out to the people or Lorea who are now being overrun by tanks and 
lacerated ty canon fire out of the clear blue sky. It is much too early 
to take a stand on this war at this moment. But one thing is certain: 
this Sunday surprise will put an end to the illusion of the post-war 
woriad that democratic peoples can obtain peace and freedom without 
strict national discipline and importmt sacrifices. No matter how this 
conflict will end, it will. show the democratic peoples that they can no 
longer atford the luxury of internal Cisunity and inadequate prepared- 


nesse 





DRe WILHELM TAUCHER IN WASEINGTON. During nis ten-day visit to Washing - 
ton, from June cl to July 1, Dre ‘/ilhelm Taucher, Chief of Austria's 
lg*shall Plan Administration, conferred at great length with the heads 
and staffs of all ECA devartments in the U.S. capital. It is understood 
that the talks covered a fran’ discussion of Austria's present economic 
position, as well as of all important questions relating to her Three 
Year Plan and her future economic policy. During his stay in Washington, 
Dre Taucher was received by a number of prominent public figures, in- 
cluding ECA Administrator Paul Hofiman; Mr. Eugene Black, President of 
the International Nank for Reconstruction and Development; lir. Camille 
sutt, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund; iir. Dodd, 
Director General of the FAO; Mr. Perkins, Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs; lire ‘Je Thorp, Assistant Secretary for Economic 
Affairs; and Assistant Secretary of Commerce Blaisdell. On July 6, Dr. 
Tacher was guest speaker at a luncheon given by the United States 
Austrian Chamber of Commerce in New Yorke 








INVESTMENT PROGRAM 1959-1952. The "Investment Program 1950-1952" drawn 
un by the Austrian Tederal Government and submitted to ECA authorities 
by Dre Vilhelm Tauscher during his recent visit to Washington makes a 

—— of the investments planned by Austria during the ERP period. 

se investments are designed to contribute to an early adjustment of 

ta ie balance of payments and to accelerate the rehabilitation of the 
wnole economy, thus rendcring Austria independent from outside assis- 
tancee The planned investments are to be financed partly from domestic 
funds and partly from counterpart funds. 

Public and private investment activity will be Coordinated with a 
view to implement the most effective projects without endangering monet- 
ary stability. Preference will be given to investments which will con- 
tribute directly or indirectly towards relieving the balance of payments 
at an early date, preferably within the lifetime of ERP. Necessary con- 
sideration will, however, be given to the most urgent demands of social 
policy and the économic situation in general (safeguarding of full em- 
Ployment, etc.) 
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‘Net investments during the ERP period will amoumt to 18 billion 
hillings, 41 per cent of which will be raised by private industries, 
“per cent from counterpart funds and 24 per cent from other public 
cyndse The total amount of counterpart financing of investments during 
the three-year period will be about 6.5 billion schillings. These funds 
to be invested in agriculture, forestry, the weod converting indus - 
tries, the primary iron inductry, the metal industries, the electric 
wa cable incustry, the secondary iron and metal industries, coal mining, 
the power industry, the magnesite and other mining industries, the 
snemical industry, the textile industry, the paper and puip industy, 
tre glass industry, the building, building material and ceramic indus- 
tries, the leatner industry, pudlic transport and building activities, 
ousingg and, last but not least, the tourist industry. 

In 1949 Austria received foreign goods and services of a total 
yalue Of 620 million dollars. for financing these current imports only 
510 million dollars were available from own foreign exchange earnings, 
while another ©1090 million dollars were required for balancing Austria's 
foreign trade. ‘Jith the aid of the aforementioned investment it will 
be possible te recuce the deficit in the balance of payments to an 
amouns Of 4.2 billion schillings, viz. 210 inillion dollars a year. It 
is, however, hoped that the general progress will actually be much 
etter as no account has been taken of all the other factors influenc- 

ng the balance of payments, especially the indirect effects of the in- 
vest ment program (imoroverent of foreign trade relations, etc.) 


” 


ao 


iRe JOHM ERHARDT LIAVES VISLNNA. On June 22, Chancellor Leopold Figl 
gave a reception in ‘ionor of the departing U.S. iiinister to Vienna, lir. 
John trhardt, who vas recently aprointed U.co. ijinister to the Union of 
South Africae The Chancellor praised the services of the American 
diplomat and emphasized the latter's constant desire to achieve under- 
stending andeffective cooperation. Ambassador irhardt thanked Chancel 
lor Figl and stated tnat he had alvays admired the unbroken will to live 
and the tremencous zeal ef the Austrian peopie tovard reconstruction. 
le added that the time he had snent in Austria - almost five years - 


would alvays remain impréssed upon his memory. 





MS!) U.S. COMIANDER-IN-CHIEP IN AUSTRIA. On June 22 President Truman 
appointed aj or-General stavieord Leroy Irwin Commancer-in-Chief of 
Jnited States Forces in Austria with the zank of Licutenant-General. 





FRENCH APPOINT CIVILIAI EIGH COMUZSSIONUER IM! AUSTRIA. Following a 
similar Lritish action, the .rench Government notified the Austrian 
Government that it has replaced fts military High Commissioner in 
Austria by a civilian. Succeeding General Emile déthouart as France's 
civilian Eigh Commissioner in Austirja is Jean Favart, the former Frencn 
Ambassador in Belgradee Jean Payart, ‘ho was born in 1892, entered 
the diplematic service in 1920, 





JNION OF INDEPENDED.TS DISSOLVED Ii! STYRIA. The Austrian Hinistry of 
the Tnterior 1 Tas dissolved the Unicn of imienendents in the province of 
Styria in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Associations, 
following certain incidents that accomnanied two Union mass meetings 
in Graz during the last week of June. The Austrian Government's de- 
cision was further prompted by the uneasiness these incidents had 
caused among broad s egmer, 1ts of tie population. The Union of Independ- 
ents made its debut in Austrian politics last year, vhen it won 16 
parliamentary seats in the October national elections. 





AUSTRIA SENDS NOTE TO SCVIET UriIont, On July 4, the Austrian Cabinet 
authorized the dispatch of an official note to Russia requesting the 
repatriation of about 5,000 Austrian prisoners of war still held inside 
the Soviet Union. 
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958 AUSTRIAN. STILL ENGAGED I! ALLIED CUMUSORSHIP WORK. On July 4 Ilinister 
0. tne interior Oskar Helmer reported to the Austrian Cabinet on the im- 
satisfactory censorship conditions still prevailing in the country five 
years after the end of the war. le decried the fact that although 
Austria had nothing to do vith censorship still being maintained by the 
Allies, no less than 968 persons vere still engaged in censorship work 
at Austrian expense. Censorship in Austria is Austrian only in name; 

in fact, it is maintained solely by the occupying powers. The personrel 
is Austrian, working under Allied orders. The “Western occupation powers 
have urged repeatcdly that censorship be abolished, but no agreement on 
the question could be reached in the Allied Council. The yearly cost 
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+o Austria of Allied censorship on Istters, telegrams and telephone calls 
nas been estimated at roughly ‘400,000. 


154,000 REFUGEES STILL IN AUSTRIA. Early in July the Austrian Council 
cod ae decided to establish an inter-departmental committee 

arged with the preparation of an organic and final solution to the 
refugee problem. The comnittee will include the iuinisters of the 
interior, of Agriculture and Forestry, of Social “lelfare Administration, 
of Trade and Reconstruction and of Finance. The following figures re- 
flect the importance and urgency of a satisfactory solution of the re- 
fugee problem in Austria. 

The Socialist News Service reports that according to the latest 
survey there are still 454,000 refugees on Austrian soil and that their 
cost to the Austrian state amounts to some 100 million schillings per 
yeare Of these 290,272 are so-called ethnic Germans, 50,000 are re- 
fugees from the South Tyrol, 32,000 are Germans and 81,600 are foreign - 
speaking alisns. A subdivision of the etnnic Germans shows that 128,000 
originally came from Yugoslavia, 60,000 from the Sudetenland, 51,000 
from Russia, 12,000 from Hungary and 7,500 from Poland. The 100-odd 
refugee camps in which about 49,000 ethnic Germans live are costing 
Austria 50 million schillings per year; the 15,000 ethnic Germans re- 
sising outside the camps and who are in need of financial assistance 
require additional expenditures of 14 million schillings. About a 
‘fourth of the 81,600 foreign-speaking aliens are housed in self-con- 
tained camps, the upkeep of which represents a yearly cost of 35 million 
schillings to the Austrian Government. Of these non-German-speaking 
displaced persons, 18,000 came from Yugoslavia, 16,000 from Hungary, 
5,000 from Poland, 5,000 from the Ukraine, 5,000 from Czeckoslovakia 
and 5,400 from Rumania. The nationality of 11,000 is still unclarified. 





RESTITUTION PROCEEDINGS IN MAY 1950. In May 1950, the Restitution 
somimision received 509 new applications under the Srd Restitution Act. 
This brought the number of cases filed with the commission since the 
law went into effect to 25,695. As of iay 31, 8,958 of these cases 
vere still open (as compared with 9,157 on April 50). In addition, 
83 cases were still pending on that date at the Superior Restitution 
somnmissions and at the Supreme Restitution Commission. In May the 
lover echelon commissions approved 142 claims (bringing the total as 
of liay Sl, 1950, to 4,506) and rejected 54 claims (bringing the total 
to 2,061 since the beginning). During the same month, 367 cases were 
sett led by compromise, disclaimer or amicable agreement (total of such 
settlements since the law went into effect: 6,401). The number of 
applications filed under the lst Restitution Act increased in lilay by 
10 to reach a total of 10,797 (of which 2,583 were still pending); 
hose under the 2nd Restitution Act rose by 9 for a total of 1,105 
of which 94 are still pending). Of the 575 apneals filed on the basis 
i these two laws, 87 were stili undecided as of liay 31. 








AUSTRIAN DRAWINGS RIGUTS INCREASED. In its 100th meeting held on June 
00, the Council of Organization for European Economic Cooperation 
approved an increase of 4 million dollars in Austrian drawings rights 
against Germany and an increase of 500,000 dollars in her drawings 
richts against Great Britain. 


AUSTRIA IM CHICAGO. Fully aware of the fact that the forthcoming First 
Thited States international Trade Fair in Chicago (August 7 - 19) will 
be one of the hardest competitive battles for the customer, one hundred 
austrian firms are ready for it. They realize that ex ‘traordinary efforts 

are being made by all participating countries to attract this richest 
market on earth, but after a final survey made recently of Austrian 
z00ds to be shown in Chicago they believe that they have what the 
american customer wants, at prices the American public will pay. 
Represented in Chicago will be more than 20 Austrian firms showing 
‘asiion good, including exquisite blouses of world famous design, de- 
ight ful creations in scarves, elegance and variety in all lines of 
ustrian knitted goods, and many other articles of highest craftsmanship. 
Fashion accessories, handicraft goods and novelties are ontheir way 
to Chicago from over fifty Austrian artistic studios and firms. Among 
the samples to be seen are genuine Petit Point articles, jewelry of rare 
attractiveness, leather goods in tasteful modern designs, ladies!’ bags 
<0 the delight of Fifth Avenue, glassware, silver, and many other 
articles too numerous to mention. 
To acquaint American buyers with the greatest possible variety of 
Austrian embroidery, the As ssociation of Austria's Vorarlberg Embroidery 
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Industry has assembled a comprehensive collection of the best that's 
yeing madee The Austrian State Printing Office, the Austrian Mint and 
the Austrian Tobacco lionopoly will have special exhibitse Beer from 
the Schwechat Brewery, as well as choice Austrian wine and food, will 
also be available at the Fair. Sports articles and toys, hunting 

rifles as well as strikingly new styles in furniture, metal goods and 
machinery, Austrian bicycles and light motorcycles - this and much more 
yill be on hand when the Austrian stands open at Chicago's Great Fair 
on August 7. - 

The Austrian exhibit was arranged and organized by the Austrian 
snhanber of Commerce's Institute for the Promotion of Trade. The over- 
design is the work of Dre Ke. Schwanzer, a noted architect. ifr. 

voerster, Chairman of the Trade Section of the Federal Chamber of 
ommerce, will heac the Austrian delegation at Chicagoe 

A catalogue of the Austrian exhibitors. in Chicago will be distrib- 
uted free of charge at the Fair, and may also be obtained from the 
hustrian Consulate Ceneral, Information Department, 509 Fifth Avenue, 
jew York 17, Neve (Telephone MUrray Hill 7+4766), or from the Austrian 
Trade Delegate, 25 Broad Street, New York 4, NeY. (Telephone BOwling 
jreen 9-0056). 


' 
-_ 


ERP HELP FOR AUSTRIAN AGRICULTUREe In keeping with ECA's policy to 
promote the domestic production of foodstuffs in every Marshall Plan 
country, Austrian agriculture has also received cmsiderable contribut- 
ions through the liarshall Plane According to a report from the Agricul- 
tural Information Department, Austrim agriculture had received as of 
‘ay 1 this year 152 million schillings from ERP funds and had used 150 
millione To date 2364 million schillings have been allocated to the 
modernization of fertilizer stations and the erection of new fertilizer 
facilities; 19.6 million schillings were used for the purchase of modern 
agricultural machinery and implements; 19.2 million were spent on irri- 
gation and drainage pnrojects; 10 million were invested in torrent and 
avalanche control; 17.1 million were earmarked for the equipping and 
establishment of agricultural schools and experimental stations; 8.5 
million were spent for the organization of an agricultural information 
and advisory services 

Under the 1950-1952 investment program, prepared by the Austrian 
federal Government, agricultural investments will amount to about 5.59 
billion schillings, of which 620 million are expected to come from ERP 
counterpart fundse The most important projects in which counterpart 
funds will be invested include the following: extension and advisory 
services; mechanization and improvement of production facilities; 
measures calculated to increase production; development of existing, 
and establishment of new, marketing facilities; protective measures to 
safeguard farmers agrinst production losses (control of cattle tuber- 
culosis, etc.) After these investments are made, annual production is 
exnected to increase by about 1.7 billion schillings with a resultant 
saving of 1 billion schillings in imports. 





WARSHALL PLAN VILLAGE IN THE VORARLBERG. The growing industrialization 
of the Vorarlberg has made important inroads into the state's agricul- 
turee To CGounteract this trend, the Provincial Chamber of Agriculture 
has worked out a special farm settlement program. One of the first 
mnifestations of the program is the projected establishment of 5 farms 
near Feldkirch im Rheintal in an area of 723 hectares ( 1 hectare equals 
2,47 acres), at a cost of 240.000 schillings eache The project is to be 
financed by ERP fundse These farms are intended for young farmers from 
communities which have been lost to agriculture because of their in- 
custrialization. The small farm village will be named "Kingsdorf" 
‘King's Village), in honor of Clyde King, ECA Chief in Vienna. The new 
farm village will be modeled on the town of Altstaetten in Switzerlande 





BRIEF OUTLINE OF AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY, According to figures released by 
the Auscrian Central Office of Statistics, there were in Austria on 
June 30, 1949, a* total of 4,367 industrial enterprises with an aggre-- 
gate pay roll of 422,255 employeese These figures do not include 1,576 
electricity works, 21 gas works and 39 hydroelectric stations, or 4,820 
saw millse In addition, there are another 137 central agencies and 
1,657 concerns which had not yet initiated production on the day the 
Survey closede Of the 4,567 enterprises covered by the survey, 1,457, 
or about one third, are so-called midget enterprises with less than 

20 employeese Together the midget enterprises employ a total of 
18,286 workers or about 4% of all industrial labor, Nearly another 
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third of these firms, i.e. 1,551 enterprises, are small concerns with 

a pay roll of from 20 to 50 employees and an aggregate labor force of 
14, 419, or slightly more than 10% of all industrial workerse The 
necium enterprises comprise 746 firms with from 50 to 100 workers, and 
488 firms with from 100 to 250 workers. These two categories of enter- 
prises employ a total of 55,490 and 75,817 workers, respectively, or 
not quite one third of all industrial workers « In the category of 
large enterprises, 176 employ from 250 to 500 workers each, or together, 
a total of 61,928; and 149 enterprises have a staff of more than 500, 
with a total jabor force of 169, 295 The large concerns which, accord- 
ing to the figures released, “represent only about 8% of all industrial 
enterprises, employ about 55% of all industrial workers. A picture of 
the mechanization of Austrian industry may be had from the number of 
steam boilers and steam engines in operatione On June 30, 1949, there 
were in all of Austria a total of 7,271 steam boilers with a heating 
surface of 459,930 sqe me (1 sqe me equals 10.76 sqe ft.) and 3,366 
steam engines with a heating surface of 1,109,959 sqe me Since most 
modern plants try to use electric energy wherever possible, the above 
figures refer largely to older enterprises. Of the steam boilers, 
only 5,126, or not quite one half, are less than 350 years old. The 
fuel requirements of Austrian industry are given as 985,886 tons of 
hard coal, 1,446,017 tons of lignite and 597,840 tons of coke per 
yeare Although exact figures on the industrial consumption of electric 
power are not available, it is estimated that the country's industry 
uses about 2,200,000,000 IW/H per yeare Inasmuch as Austria's exten- 
sive electric power system has been in existence for only about 20 
years, the majority of installations are from 5 to 15 years old and 
can therefore be regarded as moderne Likewise of interest, is the 
capital structure of the country's industry. A total of 597 enter- 
prises, including all the large ones, have the juridical form of cor- 
porationse Twenty-six of these have a capital of more than 20 million 
schillings, 57 have a capital of from 10 to 20 million, 48 a capital 
of from 5 to 10 million and 183 a capital of from 1 to 5 million. The 
small industrial enterprises are more generally individually-owned 
mostly in the form of limited liability or partnership companies. 


AUSTRIAN CORPORATIONS. According to figures published by the "Statis- 
tische Nachrichten” (Statistical “News ) there were in Austria at the 
end of 1949 a total of 597 active joint-stock companies and 41 cor- 
porations in liquidation, as compared to 868 before the first World 
Var, 761 in 1956 and 1298 during the post-\orld War 1 peak period of 
incorporations in 1924. The decline in the number of corporations 
during the last few decades is not only due to economic conditions as 
such, but also to the process of economic concentration. The joint 
stock of the 597 active corporations now registered reached a total of 
almost 3.7 billion schillings (approximately 185 million dollars). 

Only 67 of these joint-stock companies have a capital stock in excess 
of 10 million schillings (500,000 dollars). Most of them have a capi- 
tal of from 1 to 5 million schillings. The largest group of corpora- 
tions, namely 115, are in the iron and metal industry; transportation 
and finance have 60 each, the chemical industry 49, the food industry 
46 and the textile industry 58. Forty-four corporations’ are ‘engaged 
in trade. A mojority of these joint-stock companies (444) have their 
main offices in Vienna, 42 in Upper Austria, 25 in atten 21 in the 
Tyrol and 19 in Lower Austria. 





AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE IN APRIL. The "Statistical News Service" 
(Statistische Nachrichten) reports that in April 1950 total Austrian 
imports, including direct ERP aid, amounted to 7351 million schillings, 
as compared to 972 million schillings for the previous’month of March. 
The value of commercial imports dropped from 658 to’484 million schil- 
lings, with a concomitant decrease in exports from 498 to 465 million. 
The excess of commercial imports over exports amounted to 120 million 
schillings, but was the lowest for any month this year. ERP purchases, 
which had reached the record’ figure of 514 million schillings in the 
month of March, dropped to 147 million in April. Most of these pur- 
chases were made in the United States and included primarily wheat, 
edible fats, edible oils as well as machinery and apparatuse Commercia 
imports from the United States during April represented a value of 141 
million schillingse Second on the list of supplier countries was 
Western Germany from which 121 million schillings' worth of commodities 
were imported during the monthe No less than 69 million of this amount 
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yere for mineral fuels, supplied on the basis of drawing rights. Other 
sountries from which Austria effected imports were Italy with deliveries 
smounting to 61 million schillings, Great Britain with deliveries to- 
talling 52 million, Czechoslovakia 58 million, Poland 37 million, 
switzerland 50 million, and Belgium-Luxemburg 29 million. April pro- 
syced no noticeable changes in the regional distribution of Austrian 
exportse Thus Italy continued as Austria's first customer, with pur- 
-nases totalling 85 million schillings. Second on the list of the 
,ountry's export markets was Western Germany with exports to that 
sountry amounting to 54 million schillingse Other export areas were 
szechoslovalkia (51 million), Switzerland (28 million), the Netherlands 
(021 million), Great Britain (20 million), France (16 million) and Yugo- 
slavia (16 million). 


SLIM CORPORATION RECEIVES IMPORTANT EXPORT ORDERS. The Elin Corpora- 
Fion has received a number oi important export orders since the be- 
“inning of the year. Of particular interest is the order received 

from iouth America for the construction of the electric drive to be in- 
stalled in the cable railway which will serve the "Sugar Loaf", the 
landmark of Kio de Janeiro. Orders have also been received from Scan- 
jinavia and South America for a considerable number of power trans-” 
formers with capacities up to 50,000 IVA. France has ordered two 2400- 
HP pump drives anc a number of streetcar engines. 





AUSTRIAN BLOUSE EXPORTS. Viennese hand-tailored and custom-fashioned 
blouses again represent an important item on Austria's list of textile 
exportse Since last year's currency reform there has heen an increas- 
ing foreign demand for hand-made blouses, and exports of this item have 
improved considerably. The demand for such blouses has come from all 
over Lurope, the Eastern European countries excepted, although Germany 
and the Scandinavian nations are regarded as particularly receptive 
marketse Austrian blouses have also been exported to Australia and 
Africae In 1949 blouse exports amounted to 29 million schillings, 
with almost half (1.5 million schillings) of the blouses going to 
Denmark e 





AUSTRIA RESUMES THE EXPORT OF BARREIS. The Austrian barrel industry, 
which before the war exported a significant proportion of its output 
abroad and especially to the United States, resumed its export trade in 
1949, for the first time since the end of the ware ILIast year, barrels 
with an aggregate capacity of 2,907 hle were exported, most of them to 
italye This year, the Austrian barrel industry is trying to develop 
markets in Spain and Greece as well. 





STATUS OF AUSTRIAN RAILROADS AFTER 5 YEARS OF RECONSTRUCTION. The 
mgaZine “Eisenbahn" (Railroad) recently published a special survey of 
the country's railroads which contained some interesting figures on the 
accomplishments achieved in this field during the last five years of 
reconstruction. According to these, 150.8 million schillings were 

spent on railroad reconstruction and improvement of rolling stock in 
1946, 19301 million in 1947, 505.5 million in 1948 and 516.4 million in 
1949. In 1938 Austria had 6,048.4 kmse (1 km. equals approxe 0.624 
niles) of permanent waye In 1945 the usable trackage had dropped to 
4,541 kmse, but by 1949 the country's railroads again had 6,022.9 kmse 
of tracks in operation. Last year, only 25e5 kms. were still not in 
usée When the’ war ended 581 railroad bridges had been destroyed or 
damaged; by 1949 all but 14 of these had been rebuilt or repaired, in- 
cluding the large spans over the Inn at Braunau and over the Danube at 
Tulln, as well as the “Nordwestbahn" bridge in Vienna and the "Stadl- 
auer" bridgee In 1948 Austria's railroads carried 123.15 million pas- 
sengerse Last year their rolling stock included 5,675 passenger coaches, 
1,182 baggage cars and 179 mail cars, 68.5% of which were in operating 
condition. Of the 27,179 freight cars on hand 87.9% were in operating 
condition. 





VE AUSTRIAN SHIPPING COMPANY ESTABLISHED IN LINZ. To meet the ever- 
increasing need for an efficient shipping service to handle waterway 
transportation between Austria and the North Sea ports, the "Poseidon" 
Shipping Company, Ltd. was recently established in Linz, with branch 
offices in Vienna and Bregenze This new shipping company is backed by” 
one of the leading shipping combines and will specialize in developing 
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sye combined Danube-iiain Rhine route via Regensburg and Wuerzburg. It 
411 also lay the foundation for Austria's first shipping interests on 


tne Rhinee The adcress of the new Austrian shipping firm is: Fadinger- 
ssrasse 17, Linz-Donau, Austriae 


\USTRIAI UNEMPLOYMENT CONTINUES TO DECREASE. The number of unemployed 

rglstered with the Austrian Labor Service on June 350 totalled 96,550, 
whom 72,659 drew unemployment compensation, according to an official 
seport recent ly released in Viennae Compared to llay, the number of uwn- 

employed receiving financial assistance decreased by 8,005, a decline 
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yUSTRIAN ARTISTS FACED ‘JITH SERIOUS UNEMPLOYMENT. At the Congress of 
the Unions of Employees in the Liberal Professions, which was held in 

lenna in mid-June, Union President Sirowy stated that at the present 
time 70% of the country's musicians, 80% of her artists and 60% of her 
actors were unemployede ‘While working conditions for other professional 
zroups were slowly and steadily returning to normal, the artistic pro- 
fession was faced with increasingly deteriorating conditbns. During 
the past year several theatrical companies had to be closed and or- 
shestras dissolved. In the first quarter of 1950 movie attendance in 
Jienna dropped 14% and theater attendance dropped 58%, as compared to 
che first quarter of 194&,. The union demanded that Government sub- 
sidies to music and art be increased and that higher taxes be imposed 
on recorded music performancese 








AUSTRIAN COMPOSERS SAID TO Be IN DIRE NEED OF ASSISTANCE. At a conven- 
tion of contemporary Austrian composers, which was held in Kapfenberg 
at the end.of June under the presidency of Prof. Josef Marx, a re- 
solution was adopted to draw the attention of the government and the 
public to the undeserved want from which today's Austrian composers 

vere suffering. The resolution stated that the artistic standing and 
economic condition of the country's composers were considerably worse 
than those with which composers of other countries were faced. 
justria's composers were therefore addressing an urgent appeal to all 
aithorities responsible for the nation's musical life to give them as 
much consideration as other countries had long since given to their 
composerse The resolution also requested that contemporary Austrian 
music be performed more frequently than heretofore, that special con- 
certs of native modern music be organized and that a fair share of the 
country's current musical output be included in the program of Austrian 
soloists and orchestras giving guest performances abroade 





EARTH FROM JOHANN STRAUSS GRAVE SLINT TO CALIFORNIA. The Austrian Press 
gency reports that at the enc of June an urn containing some earth 
from the grave of the "Waltz iing", Johann Strauss, was sent from 
Vienna to California at the request of the Hollyvood Bowl Association. 
This earth will be mixed with the soil of California, as a symbol of 
the world-unifying power of music, at a ceremony to be held on August 
lst in Los Angelese The earth will be added to the local soil on top 
or a small hill in front of the stage of the Hollywood Bowl. 





ICREASE Ii! THE NUMBER OF AUSTRIAI’ SCHOOLS. The number of grade and 
Toh schools in Austria has been increasing steadily since 1945, Thus, 
grade schools increased from 4,117 (1945/46) to 4, 333 in the 1949/50 
academic year; during the same ’ period high schools increased from 5355 
to 647. Compulsory education in Austria starts at the age of six and 
includes eight years of school attendancee In the cities these eight 
years are evenly divided betveen four years attendance at a grade 
school and four years at a high school; in rural areas, all eight years 
my be completed ina single elementary school. In the 1949/50 school 

ear, 690,317 pupils, or 2% less than in the previous year, attended 
grade schools, and 148,046, or 23% more than in the previous year, 
attended high schools. During the same period the grade schools had 
20,122 teachers, i.e. 303% more than the preceding year, and the high 
schools 6,552 or 14.47% more than the year before. Ninety per cent of 
all public grade schools were co-educational; 5% each were open to- 
boys or girls only. Of the total number of public high schools, 46% 
were for boys, 24% for girls and 30% co-educational. Three per cent of 
all pupils attending grade schools went to private schools, as did 6% 
of all high school students. liiost of the private school students were 
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gir1se During the 1949/50 school year, the number of foreign school 
snildren amounted to 44,944, or 44% of all students. Sixty-four per 
sent of these foreign children belonged to stateless parents. 


Wey RECTOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA. On lay 26, Dr. Johannes 
FJapriel, Professov of Biblical Science and of Semitic and Oriental 
languages, was elected Rector of the University of Vienna for the 
coming academic year by the university's senate. Imsicologist Dre 
trich Schenk was elected Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, Professor 
of Statistics Jilhelm Winkler was elected Dean of the Faculty of Law; 
Dre Franz Arnold, Professor of Ecclesiastical Law, Dean of the Faculty 
o* Catholic Theology; Prof. Erwin Schneider, Dean of the Facuity of 
Protestant Theology; and Prof. Karl Fellinger, MeDe, Dean of the 
vaculty of liedicine. 





Wo APPOINTMENTS TO THE AUSTRIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. The names of 
twenty newly-electea members of the Austrian Academy of Sciences were 
made public at an imposing ceremony held at the Academy in the honorary 
presence of Yederai President Dr. Kerl Renner, Minister of Education 
Dre Hurdes and Theodor Cardinal Innitzere Prof. Soelch was elected 
secretary of the Section of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, of which 
Sir Haroic. Spencer Johns of the Royal Observatory was elected an 
Honorary Member. The regular members elected to this section were Dr. 
justav Huettig of the Graz Institute of Technology, Dr. Karl Girkmann 
of the Vienna Institute of TIechnolosy, Ure Raimund Klebelsberg-Thunburg 
of the University of Innsbruck, Prof. Iiarl Przibram of the University 
of Vienna and Dre Paul Funk of the Vienna Institute of Technology. The 
Section of Philosophy and History bestowec Honorary Membership on Car- 
dinal Giovanni Mercati, the Archivist of the Vatican, and Prof. Benno 
Littmann of the University of Tuebingene The new regular members are; 
Professors Alwin Lesky, I'ritz Eichler, Alfons Lhotzky and Dr, Alfred 
VerdrosSe 





AUSTRO-ALIERICAN SOCIETY ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT. During its gencral 
assembly held at the end of June the Austro-American Society in Vienna 
elected Dre Hans :insterer, the noted University Professor, President 
of the organization. The position had become vacant as a result of the 
death of Professor Otto Kavders. Erwin Salcher was elected Acting Pre- 
sident, and Gideon Biro, Fror,. Willibald Ploechl and Dre EeWe Spaulding 
were chosen Vice Presidents. 





VIENNA CHAMBER OF PHYSICIANS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS. The Vienna Chamber 

of Physicians held its constituent gencral assembly on June 27 following 
jts recent election of officers. The chamber's current president, Pri- 
marius Demuth, MeDe, was re-elected for another term. Dre Gimplinger 
and current Vice President Primarius Schnardt, lieDe, of the Socialist 
wedical Association, were elected vice presidents. Inasmuch as both 

the president and the two vice presidents are specialists, the chamber 
elected Dr. Uher as Executive Committee/of the general practitioners, 
with the rank of vice vresident. /representative/ 








AUSTRIAN NOBEL PRIZE CANDIDATE. The Austrian Chapter of the PEN Club 
has proposed the Austrian writer tiermann Broch, who has been residing 
in the United States since 195€, as candidate for this year's Nobel 
Prize in Literature, Hermann Eroch's trilogy, "Die Schlefwandler", 
and his novel, "Der Tod des Vergil", which appeared in 1945, are among 
the most noted works in the field of the modern novele A new book by 
iermann Broch, entitled "Die Schuldlosen", will be published this 
SIUGMEY » 





PROFESSOR WALTER SCHIFF DIES. Professor Walter Schiff, the well known 
Austrian political economist and statistician whose writings on sta- 
vistics and agricultural policies are of international fame, died in 
vienna on June 1, just one day before his 85th birthday. Prof. Schiff 
had left Austria after the events of 1934 and it was only recently that 
he returned irom England. He was also one of the most prominent per- 
sonalities in Vienna's popular education system. 





AUSTRIAN GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE TO CULEBRATE CENTENARY IN 1951. The 
austrian Geological Institute In Vienna, whose reputation has spread 
beyond the borders of Austria, will celebrate next June the 100th Anni- 
versary of its establishmente Foreign institutions have been invited 
to participate in the 1951 celebrations. Present plans call for a 
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festive ceremony on June ll, 1951, to be followed by several days of 
lectures and excursionse The most important of these field trips will 
pe a large-scale excursion into the Alps scheduled to take place from 
july 17 to 25, 1951. These tours are intended to give participants a 
first-hand view of Austria's regional and applied geology and of the 
nresent-day status of geological surveys. 


TINTING AND FISHING IN AUSTRIA. One hundred and sixteen hunting 
rrounds for game are now available to foreign tourists through the 
services of the Austrian Tourist Offices. Nineteen of these are located 
in the Tyrol,’ 19 in Salzburg, 8 in Carinthia, 40 in Styria, 16 in Lower 
Lustria and 44 in Upper Austriae Foreign hunting fans have shown a 
rarked interest in mountain cocks, heath cocks, roebucks, stags and 
chamois. Visiting fishing enthusiasts will have at their disposal 128 
fishing grounds, 4 in the Vorarlberg, 4 in Salzburg, 12 in the Tyrol, 
22 in Carinthia, 38 in Styria, 19 in Upper Austria and 29 in Lower 
Austria. 





AIGRICAN STREET CARS IN VIENNA. Twenty of the streetcars bought in 
the United States several months ago have already been placed into 
service by the Vienna Traffic Commission. The remaining 20 American 
streetcars will be put into operation in July of this year. 





MOTOR TRAVEL Iii AUSTRIA. A list of all Austrian gasoline stations 
open on Sas aa holidays and/or providing allnight service is 
available for reference at the Austrian Consulate General, 685 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 22, NeYe, and at the Austrian State Tourist Depart- 
ment, 48 East 48th Street, New York 17, NeY. 





ASSOCIATION OF FORID:R AUSTRIAN INSURANCE EMPLOYEES. Former Austrian 
insurance employees now living in the United States, have recently 
formed an association uncer the presidency of lr. Ernest Steiner 
(162-08 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, Lei. New York). ‘The purpose of 
the association is to protect the interests of former Austrian insur- 
ance employees now in the United States with regard to the Seventh 
Austrian Restitution Law. further information may be obtained by 
writing to iir. Steiner. 





FOOD SHIPILENTS FOR AUSTRIAIM CHILDREN. The American Friends of Austrian 
Children, Ince, 202 Last I9th Street, New York 5, NeYe, are sending 
over 40,000 lds. vovwcered milk and over a2, 000 lbse dried eggs to 
Austria, for distribution to summer camps for Austrian children and 
youthse The first food shipment was loaded aboard the American Export 
Liner EXTAVIA at Pier 84, North River, on June 29, 

In celebration of the event, loading ceremonies were held aboard 
the SS EXTAVIA, which were recorded by the 'Voice of America! for re- 
lay to Austria. The gathering was addressed by lire Clement Murphy, 
who represented the CCC, Department of Agriculture. He expressed his 
Department's satisfaction that it had been possible to send these food 
supplies also to Austria, where thousands of Austrian children will 
benefit now from it. 

The Consul General of Austria in New York, Dre Franz Matsch, re- 
presenting the Austrian ilinister to Washington, who is Honorary Chair- 
man of the American Friends of Austrian Children, Inc., expressed his 
Government's appreciation of the generous aid to his country. 

lire John Gorski, Executive Director of the American Friends of 
Austrian Children, Ince, praised the prompt response to the organiza- 
tion's appeal for donations which had made it possible to get these 
shipments, representing a value of tens of thousands of dollars, ready 
for dispatch in such a short timee He said he hoped it will be possi- 
ble to send even more supplies to Austria's children for Christmas, 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
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